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It was only a few weeks ago that we reproduced   the   report of
the interview between Mr. Lines and the British Indians in  Ladysmith
at which Mr. Lines threatened that he would not renew British Indian
licences for next year unless the applicants agreed to close their stores
at five o'clock.  He has  now taken a further  step  and  evidently the
threat is to be carried out. We have  already expressed our opinion
that, if it is at all possible, it would be well for the Indian store-keepers
in Ladysmith to meet Mr. Lines' proposal. It would, we doubt not, do
much  good in the end.    The question, of course, is whether,  by clos-
ing their stores at five o'clock in the evening,  the Indian traders will
be in a position to do their business. It may be that most of their busi-
ness is done only after five o'clock, in which case it will be utterly im-
possible for them to comply with the demand, but if that is so, and if
it could be conclusively proved, we think that Mr. Lines would be reason-
able enough to waive the undertaking. It is a matter entirely of compromise,
and we trust that the Indians in Ladysmith will be self-possessed enough
to see that it would be to their advantage to follow the course suggested
by us.   Of course, in no case could the undertaking be given if the rule
as to closing of shops is not to apply to all the traders. In this connection,
we invite their attention to the following clause also in Mr. Lines' notice:
No licence shall be issued in respect of premises which are unfit for the intended
trade or unprovided with proper and sufficient sanitary arrangements or not afford-
ing sufficient and suitable accommodation for salesmen, clerks and servants apart
from the stores or rooms in which goods and wares may be kept in cases where
premises are used for both purposes.

This, of course, is an arrangement which there should be no hesitation
or difficulty in fulfilling; in fact, we are aware that most of the Indian
stores in Ladysmith are free from any objection of that description, but
it is as well to emphasise the point that the clause in question should be
given effect to both in spirit and to the letter.

Indian Opinion, 10-12-1903

62. THE GOVERNMENT AND BARBERTON INDIANS
There appears in the Transvaal Government Gazette dated the 4th
December a Notice over the signature of Mr. W. H. Moor, appointing
the present Indian Location in Barbcrton as a site for the Bazaar. It
contains the following extraordinary paragraph.
Stands in this Bazaar will be rented on a monthly tenancy, with no power
to sub-let, to those Asiatics only* (the italics appear in the Notice itself,) who are
at present residing or trading in it. Leases will not be given.
Thus, the most objectionable feature to which we drew attention
some time ago of the Notice issued by the Resident Magistrate at Barberton
has been kept up by the Government and, in trying to secure substantial
justice by protesting against the threatened closing up of the Location, the